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Dean BroTHER, 


M2 Take this Opportunity to return 
Vu Thanks for enabling me to 
A fray the Charge of printing 

a= my Tiftory, an going flue 

great Cuncern for the dangerous 
State of Tour Health: 


Ah ] te mez ſi partem animæ rapit 
Maturior vis, quid moror altera e 
Nec carus 1 5 nec ſuperſtes 


Luger: Hor cz. 


Ab 

Va, my 5 Hai, dec 
For what ſhould I, the other, hy? 4 
What Comfort could compoſ; 

When neither whole, nor yet — 2 
Tbomld be doom d to linger here, 


4 nd feel my worſer Part frill left bebind'- I 


Tam, with grateful Reſpects 
for all Your Favours, 


Your obliged and affectionate Brother, 
v/ 13 
SF 


5 nary Diſcourſe 


TO THE 


HISTO RY 


. V oever undertakes to write the 
N WAY & Hiſtory of any Nation or King- 
XX. dom, is bound to deliver a true 
and impartial Account of the 

7 99%; it ſelf, and of the Laws, 

; Cuſtoms, and Manners of the 

1 ; and becauſe I intend ſoon to publiſh 
iſtory of 1re/and, from the firſt peopling 

of that Kingdom, to the latter End of the Reign 
of King es the Firſt, I thought it might 
be proper to ſay Ws beforehand, by wy 


4 MA Preliminary Diſcourſe | 
of a preliminary Diſcourſe, and to take No- 
tice in general, that ſeveral Engliſb and Triſh 
Writers have, out of Ignorance, Malice, or 
private Views, miſrepreſented both the anci- 
ent Natives, and the old Engliſb who ſettled 
among them, giving an Account of their Hi- 
ſtories as fabulous, and deſerving no. Credit: 
Inſomuch, that in their manner of writing of 
treland,they ſeem, as one of our Authors ſays, to 
reſemble the Beetle (Primpiollan) which raifed 
by the Heat of Summer, flies abroad, paſſing 
over the pleaſant Fields and Gardens, with- 
out ſtooping to the Bloſſoms or Flowers that 
lie in his Way, and alights upon the Dung of 
ſome Beaſt, to which alone his Taſte leads him. 
After this manner thoſe Authors proceed, when 
they write of this Kingdom; they paſs over 
what ought to be commended in the 15 
Nobility and Gentry, they take ſlight Notice 
of their Piety, Learning, and Courage; little 
of this, I ſay, is mentioned by them, but in- 
ſtead thereof, they dwell upon the Manners of 
the baſer Sort of People, relating idle and le- 
gendary Stories purpoſely framed to amuſe the 
Vulgar and Ignorant, and paſs over all that 
might be ſaid to the Honour of the Nation. 
It is to be confeſſed, that the Vriſb, like 
other Nations, have fallen into Relations fa- 
bulous or uncertain, but then at the ſame 'Time 
we mult allow, the Greek, the Roman, the Ger- 
man, the French, the Scotch and Engliſh, are, 
at leaſt, equally liable to the ſame Accuſation 4 
| . an 
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and perhaps we. might affirm, that the Con- 


tention about Antiquity is the moſt ancient and 


univerſal Controverſy in the World. 


It will likewiſe be acknowledged, That up- 
on the Entrance of Chriſtianity into this Iſland,” 
and for many Years after, the Humour of mul-' 
tiplying Legends, and falſe Miracles, prevailed: 


not a little; but even this muſt be allowed to 


be the Vice of the Age, more than of the Peo- 
ple; or clſe moſt parts of the Chriſtian World: 
muſt come in for an equal Share in this R- 
proach, And as I ſhall not deny, but our Hi- 
ſtorians may be liable to Objections upon theſe _ 
Articles; ſo moſt others, who write the ge- 
neral Hiſtories of Countries, are ſtain d with the 
lame Dye, as the judicious Reader may eaſily 
diſtinguiſh ; however, at the ſame Time it ſhall 
be made appear by many and moſt indubita- 
ble Authorities, that no other Nation in the 
World can ſhew clearer Proof of their Antiqui- 
ty and Succeſſion of their Kings, for at leaſt 
two Thouſand Years; and this I ſhall under- 
take to ſhew at large in the Preface to my Hi- 
ſtory. But in the mean Time, to remove ſome 
part of the Prejudices, which thoſe who affect 
to ſpeak or write diſgracefully of [re/and have 
already raiſed upon the monſtrous Production 
of an idle and fabulous Hiſtory, publiſhed here 
under the Title of Dr. Keerting's Hiſtory of Tre» 
land, I ſhall ſet down ſome Quotations, and 
offer ſome Arguments, in Contirmation of the 
Antiquity, Piety, Learning, Courage, Civility 
Jet A 3 and 


6 A Preliminary Diſcoarſe 9 © 
and Hoſpitalify of the 7; Nation. 

To ſhew the Antiquity of any Nation or 
People, it will be neceſlary to trace out the 
Mother Country from whence they came ; 
which I ſuppoſe can beſt be done, either by 
hiſtorical Accounts from Tradition, or by the 
Affinity of Languages. And altho' the for- 
mer may be liable to Uncertainties, becauſe 
we do not often find Authors agree about the 
firſt Peopling of Countries; yet the latter, I 
mean the Affinity of Languages, where it is not 
forced or ſtrained, is look d upon to be a certain 
Method to diſcover from whence any Nation 
derives its Original; upon which Account 
Cambden ſays in his Britannia, If there was 
no Relation of Scotland's having been peopled 
from Felana, it would appear from the Affi- 
nity of Languages. „ Win 1 9 
In the ſame manner, if it ſhould be doubt- 
ed, after the Revolution of ſome Ages, whenoe 
the Inhabitants of Batatia in the Eaſt Indies 
were firſt tranſplanted, the Name of the Coun- 
try, and Affinity of Languages, would be a 
clear Argument, that thoſe People' muſt have 
been a Colony from ſome part of Flanders 
and Holland; in order therefore, by this Me- 
thod, to diſcover the Original of the 1r;/þ Na- 
tion, I was at the Pains to compare all the 
| on Languages with that of Jre/and, 

Which I obſerve to have no manner of Agree- 
ment with any one of them. I his put me up- 
on having recourſe to the Ceſticł, the Lan- 
e  gnige 


"= | 
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guage of the Celtæ, who ſirſt inhabited the 
northern Parts of Aſia, reaching downwards 
to Chic has, Iberia and Albania, that lie be- 
tween the Caſpian and Euxine Seas, and were 
likewiſe called Seyrboceltg , as appears by 
Strabo* ; and from whom the Cu in France 
and Spain, as well as their Languages, were 
derived, as Monſieur Pezron proves at 
in his Book: of the Antiquities of Nations. - 
Having examined the Jriſh with the Cenis 
by Mr. Edward Loyd's and Pezron's Celtick 
Vocabularies, I found almoſt an univerſal. 
Agreement amongſt them, as will be clearly 
ſeen by the two Specimens I have here inſerted 
out of the Oratio Dominica, or Lord's Prayer, 
in above a Hundred Languages, Verſions, and 


Characters, Printed at | 2 1700. AT. 


A Compariſm, or Specimen, ef 


the CELTICK and IRISH 7 
Languages. "oo ee 


Waldenfis ſeu Celtica. 


Qu narme ata atr neamb), 
1. Beanich atanm. 


* Amailas ud I To; voc hi bue, notwes à ra f i. 
ovyyeagds Exiles x Kexſooriba; i. Strab. . xi. 

J. 507. Edd. Paril, 1620, % ANI II%1 4 
A 4 3- GU 


8 A Preliminary Diſcourſe 
3. Gu denta du hoill, air talm in mar⸗ 
ta ur neamb. 
4. Cabbar deim an miigh ar naran 
limb at. 
5. Agus mai duine ar fiach ambaif 


; near marmytd ar ſiacha. 
22 Na leig ſin amb ariby ach ſoarſa 


” Die or ſletſa comhta 
noir gu Sibhirs — 6 * 


Hibernica. 
A 2 nathair ata ar neamh. 


Haompthar hainm. 55 
2. Tigeadh do Rioghachd. | 
3- Deuntar do thoil ar an talamh mar 
do mithear ar neamh. 
4-, Ar naran laeathamhail tabhatr 
dhuinn a niu. 
5. Agus maith dhuinn ar bhyffacha, 
fn mhaithmidne dar byfertheamynatbh 
i 
6. Agus na leig ſinn a cca dh. 
Achd ſaor inn o oc. thugha 
Sir as leachd kein an Kioghachd, 
agus an chumhachd, agus an 
- ghlorr go Siozruighe. Amen. Is « 


It muſt therefore be med as a certain 
Truth, that Feland was peopled by thoſe Cel- 
5% or Os, who in n the Diſpute of An- 

ſtiquity 
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tiquity with the prians, were allow- , 
ed to be the moſt ancient People: Which is 
likewife confirmed by the Annals of Fe- 
land, written by * Cormuck Mac Cuillinane, 
Archbiſhop of Caſhel, and King of Munſter, 
in the Year 901. and atteſted by the Au- 
thority of ſeveral of the Nobility and learn- 
ed Men of this Kingdom, convened for that 
purpoſe in an Aſſembly at Caſbel. In 
that, and other ih Hiſtories, the particu- 
lar Time is. aſſigned, when thoſe Scyrhians 
enter d this Iſland; but not having Room in 
this ſhort Diſcourſe to eſtabliſh the Authority 
of the Iriſh Writers (which I p to do in 
my Introduction) I ſhall only offer at preſent 
the Teſtimonies of Authors, whoſe Credit is 
univerſally allowed, to prove that their Arrival 
in this Kingdom was in a very carly Age of 
the World. 5 en 
The moſt antient Writing we heve aft 
Homer and Heſiod, is the Argonautick Puem, 
of the Expedition of Jaſon, and the other 
Greek Heroes, in the Ship Argos, to find the 
Golden Fleece. This Expedition is one of the 
firſt Things memorable in prophane Authors, 
and was before the Trojan War ; and in the 


— - 
50 


* Sir James Ware de Scriptoribus Hiberniz (Page 48.) gives this 
Character of bim ; Vir fuit eruditus & Antiquitatum noſtrarum 

. Fieatiſlimus: ſcripſit hiſtoriam Pſalter Cafe/ vulgo diftam, que 
etiamnum extat, & magno habetur in pretio: He <vas ( ſaith be) 4 
learned Man, perfet#ly well killed in our Antiquities, he curote 4 
Hiſtory commonly called the Pſalter of Caſhe], which is ſtill extant, 
and highly nad, | 

| 2 3 Vear 
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Year of the World 2700. In that Poem men- 
tion is made of Jerne or Fre/and. For it ſaith, 
that the Ship Argos having failed into the 
Atlamick Ocean paſſed by Arne. 1 


Haß d“ dg Noe d , levi a. 


Allowing the Poem to be fabulous, yet the 
Author, * Oenomacritus, being as antient as 
Piſiſtratus, and conſequently Cyrus, and in 
the Lear of the World 3338; this alone is 
ſufficient for the great Antiquity; of the ' Iriſh 
Nation; and I may venture to ſay, that there 
is no Author ſo antient to record the Name 
even of the Romans themſelves. A4riftotle, 
lib, de Mundo, makes mention of JTreland 
under the Name of Jerne; and Plutarch, 
Tee: Le une, calls it Og ygiam, i. e. Inſalam 
anti quam, the antient Iiland. Scotland, which 
is a Kingdom of great Antiquity, was firſt 
peopled from Ireland: For Buchanan, ſpcak- 
ing of the People of Scotland, ſaith t, Vicini 
tamen Scotos eos nuncupant; quo nomine origo 
corum ab Hibernis declaratury. But their Neigh- 
bours call them Scots, which Name ſhew- 
eth that they are deſcended from the Vriſb. 
And || -ZFohanmes Major, a Scotch Hiſtorian 


* This is proved by Suidas out of Aſclepiades, who tanght Schook 

#t Rome in the Time of Pompey the Great, by Johannes Gerardus 

Voſlius, 1b. de Poetts Græcis, cab. 2, and others, ; 

1 Ker. Scoticar. Ib. 2. p. 55, Edi. Francofurt, Anno 1624. 
85 [i De geil. Scotor. 4b, 1, Pre . 
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eonfeſſeth the ſame ; Mwltiplici argumemo cer- 
tum eſt, nos ab Hibernis originem traxiſſe. It 
is certain, from ſeveral ' Arguments, - that the 
Storch derived their Original from the iſh. 
And * Primate James Uſher ſheweth from 
Ninius, that the J1rifh went from Dalrieda f 
into that part of Britain now called Seorland, 
when Brutus, the firſt of that Name, was 
Conſul at Rome; that is above 50 Years be- 
fore the Birth of Chriſt. 

Of the Piety, Learning, and Hoſpitality, of 
the Jriſb, we have memorable Accounts from 
Bede and others. Thus Bede, in the 27th 
Chapter of the'T hird Book of his Eeelefiaſtical 
Hiſtory : There were (ſays he) many of the 
Engliſh Nation, of all Ranks and Diſtinctions, 
who, in. the Time of the Biſhops Finns and 
Colmanus,/leaving their own Native Country, 
retired to Veland, that they might devote 


* Primprd. Recleſ; Brjrannkc. pays 612. 60 102mm 

F Dalrieda 7s part of the County of Antrim noe called Route, 
from whence, in after Times, Fergus More (the great) | the Son of 
Earca, «vet into Scotland, and 7410 that Kingdom, 

We are to take Notice, that Scotia, or Scotland, An ** 
Name of Ireland for ſeveral Ages, and there is not any Writer ( ſaith 
Biſbop Uſher) that l. ved c,. a Thouſand Trays after Chriſt; that 
"+ tian of Scotland, and doth not mean Ireland 

t 

Fergus Mor mac Earca O Donnald, cum gente Dalrieds partem 
Dritammiæ tenuit. Dalrieda vero nomine Comitatus Amrimenſis 
tractus ille notus quem Route appellamus, pag 610, | 
Fergus filius Eric fuit primus qui de ſerine Chonare ſuſcepit 
Regnum Albanie, a Brun. Alban ad mare Hiberniz & Inch-Gall.' 
Ee inde Reper: de ſemins i regnayerunt” im ue 
Cambaen i in Scotig, 


themſelves 
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themſelves in a more effectual manner, 

either to the Reading, and Study of Di- 
vinity, or to a more ſtrict and continent Life. 
In purſuance of this np fore of them re- 
ſigned themſelves entirely to a monaſtick 
State, and lived up, with great Fidelity, to 
What they profeſſed, whilſt others of a more 
active Genius frequented the Schools, recei- 
ving Inſtructions with Pleaſure, and purſuing 
the Knowledge of Divinity with unwearied 
Diligence. All thoſe the jb readily and 
chearfully entertained, maintaining them at 
free Coſt, procuring for them ſuch Books as 
were neceſſary to the Proſecution of their Stu- 
dies, and defraying the Expences of their Edu- 
cation; inſomuch, that what the ſame Hiſto- 
rian relates of them in another Place, ſeemed 
'at that Time to have been an undoubted 
Truth, namely, that they were an inoffenſive, 
innocent People, and always friendly, in an 
eminent Manner, to the Engliſh Nation. 
Eram in Hibernia multi nobilium ſimul 
G mediocrium de gente Anglorum, qui tempore 

Finani & Colmani Epiſcoporum, relicta Inſula 
patria c divine leitionis c continentioris 
ite gratia ills ſeceſſerant, Et quidam quidem 
mox ſe Monaſftices converſations fideliter man- 
Ccipaverunt, alii magis circumeundo per cel- 
las Magiſtrorum lectioni operam dare gaude- 
zam: Quos omnes Sooti hbentifſime 25 


i pien- 
tes viftum eis quotidianum ſine pretio, 2 
1 0 quogqz 
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rum ſemper amiciſſima. Bed. Lib. 4. Hiſt. 
Cap. 26. 9 3 


Account, and being fully inſtructed in the 
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the Nation, of which he was King, inſtructed 
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quog; ad legendum, & magiſterium gratuitum © 
irs — Bed. lib. e. SA E 
Hiberniæ Gent innoxia & Nation Apglo- 


The ſame Bede writes of Agilbert, a French - 
Man, who was firſt Biſhop of the Veſt Saxons, 
and afterwards of Paris, that he ſojourned a 
conſiderable Time in Ireland to ſtudy the 
Scriptures. " wo, 
Agilbertus natione Gallus ſed tunc legenda- 
rum gratia Scripturarum in Hibernia nou pared 
tempore demoratus eft. Lib. 3. Cap. 7. 


That /Z£diloinus went thither on the ſame 


Points of uſeful Knowledge, returned to his 
own Country, was made Biſhop of Lindi ſi, 
(which containeth Northumberland and Cum- ©. 
Berland) and governed the Church in a moſt 
exemplary Manner for many Years. 
Adilvinus Hiberniam gratia legend Sori- 
pturas Hiberniam adiit, & bene infiructus pa- 
triam rediit, atq; Epiſcopus in Provincia Lin- 
diſh factus multo Eccleſiam tempore nobili ſt- 
me rexit. Id. ibid. Cap. 27. N 


And, that Ofwald, when he took the Go- 
vernment upon him, being deſirous to have 


in the Chriſtian Religion, ſent to Ireland, 
| (where _ 
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= {where when-he was in Exile, he had received 

ptiſm) for Teachers and Goycrnors of the 

Church. G 

Lem ergo Oſwaldus mor ubi Regnum ſuſce- 

pit, er, totam cui praefſe capit gen- 

tem fidei Chriſtianæ gratia imbui, cujus expe- 
rimenta permaxima in expugnandis Barbaris 
jam ceperat, miſit ad majgres natu Scotorum, 
enter quos exulans ipſe Baptiſmatis Sacramen- 
ta, cum his qui ſecum erant militibus, conſecu- 
tus erat; petens ut ſibi mitteretur antiſtes, 
cujus Daltrina ac miniſterio gens quam rege- 
bat Anglorum dominice fidei & dona diſceret, & 
ſuſciperet Sacramenta. Neg; aliquanto tardi- 
us que petiit, impetravit : accepit namq; pon- 
' tifcem Aidanum ſummæ manſuetudints & pieta- 
tis ac moderaminis airum, — pulcherrimo ſept 
ſpettaculo comigit, ut Evangelizante antiſtite, 
Anglorum /anguam perfette non noverat, ipſe 
ſuis ducibus ac miniſtris interpres verbs 
exifteret caleſtis : quia nimirum tam longo Exi= 
lis ſui tempore Linguam Scotorum jam plene 

arcerat. Eccleſ. lib. 3. Cap. 3. 

Venit autem Britanniam Co regnan- 
te apud Pictis Bridio filio Meilochon, Rege 
Patent imo, nou anno Regni ejus, gentemq; it- 
lam werbo & exemplo ad fidem Chriſti con- 
certit, lib. 3. cap. 4. Verum dum adbuc Sig- 
bertus Regis infulas teneret, ſupercenit de Hi- 
bernia or ſanutius nomine Furſeus, cerbo G 

attibus clarus, fed egregiis inſiguis virtutibus, 

aupieus pro Domino, ubicung; fibi opportu- 
ny um 
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num inveniret, peregrinam ducere vitam. O 
cum ad Provinciam orientalium perveniſſet 
Anglorum, ſuſceptus eft honorifice 4 Rege pf. 
fato: & ſolitum ſibi opus evangelizands exe 
quent, multos & exemplo virtutts & incitas 
mento ſermonis, vel incredulos ad Chriſtum con- 
vertit, vel 9 credentes amplins in fide 
atq; amore Chriſti confirmavit, lib, 3. cap. 19. 


Hence it will appear, that Ireland, for ſome 
Ages, flouriſhed with very learned Men; and, 
upon the Account of thoſe religious Men abi- 
ding at home, and of thoſe who left their own | 

_—_ to propagate the Chriſtian Religion, 
was deſervedly called, the and of Saints. | 
Ex hoc e Hiberniam per ſecula ali. 
quot viris doftifſimis floruiſſe — & 0b multitu. | 
dinem Sanfiorum virorum tam illic degent 


ium 
quam in partes tranſmarinas ad animas 
Chriſto Iucrandas diſcedentium, merito Inſu- 
lam Sanctorum diſtam. Jacob. War. prefat. 

ad lib. de Seriptor. Hibernia. 


Nor is this Character more to the Honour 
of the Fiſb Nation, than what is ſaid of them 
by a Stranger, the learned Cambaen ; who in 

His Hibernia, ſpeaking of St. Patrick: St. 

Patrick (ſaith he) propagated the Chriſtian 

Religion with-ſo great Succeſs, that he con- 

verted much the er part of the Hund to 

the Faith of Chriſt; an 4 

vanced in Chriſtian Piety, that in the follow 
| ns 


= 


2 ing 
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| ing Age none were more eminent for their Re- 
ligion and Learning than the 17; Monks, 
who ſent to all parts of Europe great Num- 
bers of religious Men, by whom were found- 
ed the Monaſtery of Fulda in Germany, St. 
Gaul in Switzerland, with many others; and 
he tells us, this Kingdom was ſo remarkably 
famous for Learning, that it paſſed for a com- 
mon Saying of a learned Man, He is ſent to 
Ireland for Education. 07 
_ Hic (S. Patricius) tanto fucceſſu Chriſtia- 
nam Religionem per Hiberniam propagavit, ut 
longe maximam Inſulæ Partem ad Chriſtum 
converterit, & ejus Diſcipuli tantos progreſſus 
in re Chriſtiana fecerint, ut ſubſequenti etate 
Scoticis Monachis nihil ſandtius, nihil erudi- 
tins fuerit, & in univerſam Europam dotti[J6- 
morum virorum examina emiſerint, quibus Ful- 
da Germaniz S. Gallus Helvetiz aliæq; urbes 
ac Monafteria originem debent ſuam. De vi- 
ris ſanttis ſapiſſime in noſtris Scriptoribus le- 
gitur, amandatus ad Diſciplinam in Hiberni- 
am, Brit. Cambden, pag. 495. Londin. Edit. 
1687. 

Concerning the great Concourſe of Foreigners 
to this Kingdom for good Literature, Bonaven- 
tura Moronus, a Poet of Tarentum, writes in 
his firſt Book of His Cataltiades, or Life of Ca- 
thaldus, who was born in this Kingdom, and 
taught School at Liſmore in the Year of Chriſt 
150, and afterwards went to T arentum in Italy; 
where a Monument was erected in Honour to 
him. I 0 le cominued] 
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